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In the Old Testament tabernacle, and later in the Temple there was a 
sacred room that was holy to the Lord. It was called the Holy of 
Holies.  God ordained and ordered it.  It was a place reserved for the 
priests alone to enter into the presence of the Lord.   
 
In the New Testament we learn from Peter that we are a kingdom of 
priests (I Peter 2:9), and from Paul, that we are to enter boldly before 
the throne of grace to receive mercy and find grace in the time of 
need.  (Heb 4:16)  Today God has invited every believer to enter the 
holy of holies through the blood of the everlasting covenant. The 
curtain, the veil, is taken away and we have access to God.   
 
A Sacred Place: In our new construction we have built a sacred room 
that is an inner sanctum for prayer and prayer alone. It is a place of 
God’s presence. It is sacred. It is a holy of holies.  We call it 
generically “The Prayer Room.”  We would like the title of the room to 
reflect its uniqueness. So we will call it “The Sacred Place.”    
 
Location: It is located near the sanctuary. You can access it by any 
one of three ways. Exiting the sanctuary through the doorway behind 
the piano will lead you right past “The Sacred Place.”  In the main 
hallway, if you turn right, instead of left to the restrooms, and go to 
the end of the hall you will find it.  Or, you may enter by way of the 
front entrance to the new building at the end of the extended 
driveway. The room faces North Liberty Road. 
 
A Quiet Place: This room is for prayer and worship, as incense 
offered up to God day and night, just like in heaven.  It is to be a quiet 
place.  Its cinderblock walls annex it from the sounds of the rest of the 
building. It is an odd-shaped room, more like a half parallelogram 
than a rectangle.  
 
Accessibility:  The Prayer Room may be accessed directly from the 
outside when the building is closed or through the main doors when 
the office is open. If you are praying in off-hours you will be provided 
a temporary key to the side entrance. Please return the key to the 
office when finished. 
 



What Is In the Prayer Room? 
 
The Sacred Place: The Prayer Room is a Sacred Place of God’s 
Presence.  In our western secular mentality we do not have sacred 
places, yet when God met Moses at the burning bush He instructed 

"Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy 
ground."  This room is holy ground. It is a place dedicated to the 
Presence of Jehovah. Let us be reverent and silent. It is a place to 
listen for the voice of God as much as to speak to God.  
 
The Prayer Room is designed to be a comfortable and inviting living 
room space. There is a comfortable sofa and chair. There is a desk at 
which to write. There is a kneeling altar and a cross. There is a 
bookshelf with books on prayer. There is a podium with an open 
Bible. There is a stereo and CD player with worship CDs for your 
enjoyment. There is a stained glass window which catches the 
morning sun. There are cushions and afghans to use when praying 
on the floor. There are wall hangings, pictures and paintings, framed 
Scriptures and the names of God to help focus our thoughts on the 
Lord.  
 
A variety of prayer guides are available in notebook form to help you 
and guide you through your hour of prayer. These are available to 
purchase for a nominal fee through the office or the bookstore. There 
are notebooks for journaling. There is a Book of Remembrance in 
which to store a record of answered prayers. 
 
The Outer Court: Outside the room is an area of prayer and prayer 
helps. There is a tea pot for making tea or instant coffee. There are 
bottles of water to refresh the thirsty. There is a computer available 
dedicated to prayer material.  In the adjacent hallway there is a large 
bulletin board with prayer requests, prayer comments, and prayers. 
We call it the “wailing wall”, similar to Jerusalem’s Wailing Wall, 
where Jews pray at the only remaining part of Solomon’s Temple.  
 
The outer court, the hallways surrounding The Sacred Place, is for 
mundane things, but The Sacred Place is holy to the Lord.  Let all 
who enter do so in reverence and holy awe.  
 



When to Use the Prayer Room. 
 
Sign-up: Our desire is that the Prayer Room be open, and at least 
available, 24/7 365 days per year. It is a quiet place of prayer. Use it 
often to escape life’s crowds and clutter and to wait on the Lord.  
Anyone may sign up to use the prayer room for an hour or more.  
There is a sign up sheet in the office. 
 
Individuals: We hope individuals will make it a regular disciplined part 
of their weekly schedule.  Some may choose early morning hours 
before work one day a week. Others may find it convenient to use it 
mid-morning or over their lunch hour.  Still others will find it refreshing 
to stop by one day each week after work and before returning home 
for supper.  Some may find it a place of quiet in the evening hours far 
from the noise of TV and family.  We hope married couples will 
schedule a day a month to spend an hour or more alone with God as 
a couple.   
 
Prayer partners may find it a convenient place to rendezvous for their 
weekly commitment together – please remember to sign up to use it 
in advance.  You may use it alone or with two or three prayer 
partners.   
 
Small Groups: From time to time the prayer room will be used for 
group prayer events like Prayer for the Nations.  We only ask that all 
requesting and petition gathering take place before you enter the 
room so that the room itself is a place of prayer, not conversation.  
Elders may use if after services as a quiet place to meet people 
seeking the Lord for anointing and healing.   
 
Mini-Concerts of Prayer: Groups of less than 10 people may use it for 
mini-prayer gathering such as a concert of prayer.  Remember, the 
prayer room is not the only place in the church for prayer gatherings. 
The sanctuary is a better place for larger group gatherings.  The 
nursing mothers room, when unoccupied during the week, can be 
used for private prayer. There are classrooms, when empty that can 
serve for prayer too.  
 
We want to restrict this room to prayer. It is not for conversation or 
counseling. It is a place to talk to God, and God alone.   



How to Use the Prayer Room. 
 
We deliberately restrict the prayer room to one to three people on 
most occasions.  This helps to maintain it as a sacred place, not just 
another classroom or area of conversation.  It is a prayer room. So 
pray in it.   
 
Conversations, life histories, prayer requesting, and counseling 
should take place prior to entering The Sacred Place. The hallway 
and entrance way are excellent locations for sharing prayer requests, 
both written and posted on the bulletin board, and spoken when 
others are with you. But inside The Sacred Place we should address 
God and God alone.  
 
Shoes: We encourage you to bring slippers or heavy socks and take 
off your shoes as you enter. The place upon which you are standing 
is holy ground. (Exodus 3:5, Acts 7:33) 
 
Spontaneous: To use the prayer room you may just show up at 
church and request to use it when the office is open. If no one is 
signed up you may use it for a minimum of a half hour or more.   
 
Sign-up: There is a 24-hour sign up sheet posted on the Office wall 
where you can sign up in advance for your prayer slot. Please be 
punctual for your assigned hour. If you do not show up within 10 
minutes of your assigned hour and someone else requests to use 
The Sacred Place they will be allowed to take your place.  
 
One Hour: Please keep your time to hour slots so that others coming 
in are not delayed in entering into The Sacred Place on time.  A clock 
is available in the prayer room to keep you aware of the time. 
Bathrooms are available at the far end of the hall. The door can be 
locked from the inside so you can pray undisturbed.   
 
The prayer room is entirely yours during your assigned time. If 
someone is scheduled for the hour after you they will knock lightly on 
the door to remind you that the hour is up. Please honor the 60 
minute time period.   
 
 
 



NEAR TO THE HEART OF GOD 
 
“He gathers the lambs in His arms and carries them close to His heart.” Isaiah 40:11 

 
There is a place of quiet rest, 
Near to the heart of God. 
A place where sin cannot molest, 
Near to the heart of God. 
 
Refrain 
O Jesus, blest Redeemer, 
Sent from the heart of God, 
Hold us who wait before Thee 
Near to the heart of God. 
 
There is a place of comfort sweet, 
Near to the heart of God. 
A place where we our Savior meet, 
Near to the heart of God. 
 
Refrain 
 
There is a place of full release, 
Near to the heart of God. 
A place where all is joy and peace, 
Near to the heart of God. 
 



 
 
 


